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therefore, enjoy special legal rights and privileges which
are denied to the ordinary citizens, be they commoners
or noblemen. Hence, in some countries there is a pro-
nounced enthusiasm on the part of the people to enter
official life*

For example, in France, Germany, or Japan, if an official
commits an offence or crime, he is not triable by the or-
dinary courts, but is only amenable to a special court,
known as an administrative tribunal or Tribunal Adminis-
tratif. In such a special court, the ordinary laws of the
realm are not applied, but the accused official is entitled
to be tried by a special code of laws, known as the ad-
ministrative laws or Droit Administratif.

In England, however, such institutions as the adminis-
trative courts and administrative laws are unknown,
although in former periods of the English history they
were not unknown* An official is not regarded with
awe or envy* He is only a civil servant* His membership
of the civil service confers upon him no special rights or
privileges, except perhaps that of receiving a pension
from the state after a definite period of faithful service*
If he commits a tort or a crime, he is amenable, just as
any other ordinary person, to the ordinary courts of law
and the ordinary laws of the realm. His official status
may exempt him from the obligation to give evidence,
if such information is a state secret and, therefore, privi-
leged from disclosure in the interests of public safety*
But short of that, he is subject to the complete jurisdiction
of the ordinary courts* If the offence is proved, he will
suffer the penalty of the law like any non-official, and no
plea of official duty or act done in the course of official